





Sermon IV:  Jonathan Edwards
“Charity Disposes Us Meekly to Bear The Injuries Received From Others”

I Cor. 13:4a


“Love [charity] is patient and kind”…[ESV]


“ Charity suffereth long...and is kind”. [KJ]
DOCTRINE: That Charity [Love], Or A Truly Christian Spirit, Will Dispose Us Meekly To Bear The Evil That Is Received From Others, Or The Injuries Others May Do To Us”. 
What are some ways in the past week, month or year when you were hurt by words or actions (family, 
co-workers, friends, church members)?
How did you feel when you were hurt? 
How do we usually react, either by words, actions, and especially thoughts, when this happens?

Meekness: “long-suffering...being kind”..fruits of the spirit [Gal. 5:22]
“I therefore...urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace”.  [Eph. 4: 1-3, ESV] 
“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other, as the Lord has forgiven you”.  [Col. 3: 12,13, ESV]
I. What are some examples of injuries we give to or receive from others?
1. Interactions in business and vocation, i.e. not fulfilling promises; charging unfair prices; only fulfilling letter 
of contract & nothing more; intentional waste of time
2.  Remarks about a person’s name; speaking evil of them; “entertaining mean thoughts”
“…the amount of injury here by evil-speaking of this kind is beyond account. Some injure others by making or speading false reports about them, and so cruelly slandering them. Others, without saying that which is directly false, greatly misrepresent things, picturing out everything respecting their neighbours in the worst colours, exaggerating their faults, and setting them forth as far greater than they really are. ..And, as the outflowing of the thoughts, a great deal is done to the injury of others by words, for the tongue is but too ready to be the wicked instrument of expressing the evil thoughts and feelings of the soul” [p. 68-69, Charity..]
3. Treatment that denies people honor & respect; exhibiting a selfish spirit towards them
4. Holding a grudge; acting in self interest and not public good; delighting in a person’s adversity so as to “elevate” oneself
“…having no delight in each other’s honour and prosperity, but on the contrary, being pleased when they are cast down and in adversity, foolishly and wickedly thinking, perhaps, that another’s fall is their own elevation”. [p. 70, Charity..]
II. How should we react when we are “injured”?
1.   “Without doing anything to revenge them” in speech or behavior   [Gal. 5:22; Jam.3:17]
“Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to God, for it is written, ”vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord”. [Rom 12:19, ESV]
2.   “..With a continuance of love in the heart… controlling our “passions that tend to interrupt and destroy it”; not behaving with a “spirit of revenge”

“We should not only control our passions when we are injured, and refrain from giving vent to outward revenge, bu the injury should be borne without the spirit of revenge in our heart. Not only a smooth external behavior should be continued, but also a sincere love with it. We should not cease to love our neighbour because he has injured us. We may pity, but not hate him for it.” [p. 73, Charity..] 
3.   “Without losing the quietness..of our minds and  and hearts”.  It disrupts our “inward rest”..”our various duties”..and “especially we are not in a state of prayer and meditation”.
4.
Bear “for the sake of peace” [Eph. 4: 1-3] rather than taking the opportunity, even rightfully so, in defending ourselves. [ICor. 6:7]  Use this to “gain him as a friend”; don’t take the chance of worsening an already bad situation.
IIa.  How does charity [love] help me to “bear meekly” my hurts?
 1. Love of God  “disposes us to imitate Him”, much in the same way a child imitates an earthly father he loves; long-suffering is mentioned as one of God’s attributes. [Ex. 34:6; Rom. 2:4]
2. Love of God makes us thankful for His “long-suffering” exercised towards us..so we are more able to be long-suffering with others.
3. Humility is always connected with long-suffering [Eph.4:2]…keeps us from thinking too highly of ourselves, so we are less resentful and less prideful.
4. Love of God reminds us He is involved in the hurts we have suffered [see David’s response to Saul’s cursing, 2 Sam..16: 5.10;  Rom. 8:28]
5. Love of God …”sets us very much above the injuries of men”. 
“Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous in doing good?”… [1Pet. 3:13, ESV]
“..the more they love God, the less they set their hearts on their worldly interests, which are all that their enemies can touch. Men can injure God’s people only with respect to worldly good. But the more a man loves God, the less is his heart set on the things of this world, and the less he feels the injuries that his enemies may inflict, because they cannot reach beyond these things”.  [p. 81, Charity..]
III. What else should motivate us to “bear meekly the injuries of others?”
A. Christ’s example [John 5:16; 7:20; 9:22; 10:20,25,33]  Despite being cursed, accused of being   
                 blasphemous, threatened with expulsion from the synagogue,
“And yet Christ meekly bore all these injuries without resentment or one word of reproach, and with a heavenly quietness of spirit passed through it all”. [p.84, Charity]
       B.  We will be happier and more content people.  Injuries are to be expected! Christ told the disciples    

             when He sent them into the world,
“Behold I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves”..[Matt. 10:16. ESV]
“..therefore those that have not a spirit, with meekness and calmness, and long-suffering, and composedness of soul, to bear injuries in such a world, are miserable indeed, and are like to be wretched at every step of their way through life. If every injury we must meet, and every reproach, and malicious and unjust deed, is to put our minds and hearts into a ruffle and tumult, and disturb the calm and peace which we may enjoy ourselves, then we can have no possession or enjoyment of spirit, but shall be kept in a perpetual turmoil and tumult...”.  [p. 85, Charity..]
         C.  “Long-suffering” is “ a mark of true greatness of the soul”  
“Whoever is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he rules his spirit than he who takes a city…Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an offense”. 
[Prov. 16:32, 19:11, ESV]
         D. Saints example
*David [1 Sam. 19ff]  (continually showed loving actions towards Saul, despite Saul’s hate of him and pursuit to kill him)
*Stephen [Acts 7: 59,60]  (even while being killed, asked God to forgive the people stoning him)
*Paul
“…When reviled, we bless, when persecuted, we endure, when slandered, we entreat.” [ICor. 4: 12-13, ESV]
          E. Future rewards- we will be rewarded according to how we have treated others [Matt. 6: 14-15, ESV]
IV. Objections
1.  But I have been unjustly hurt and have rightful reason to be resentful and angry.
We have injured God far more than the injuries we have received from others. Why are our hurts worse?
Despite our offenses to Him, God still grants us mercy. Shouldn’t we give mercy to others?
If we appreciate God’s long suffering with us, why shouldn’t we suffer patiently with others?
Would I want God to deal with my offenses to Him, in the same way I would think of doing so to others?
Christ’s example: He was injured far more than we will ever be, yet He did not turn upon his wrongdoers.
2. But the people who hurt me continue to do so and are not repentant.
What opportunity could there otherwise be to learn “long-suffering”?
3. If I just “take it”, the people who hurt me will be encouraged to just keep doing it.
We can’t predict the future. Furthermore,
“…..He is more able to put a stop to the wrath of man than you are. He hath said [Rom. 12: 19], “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord….it is generally found that a meek and long-suffering spirit puts an end to injuries, while a revengeful spirit does but provoke them”. [p. 94-95, Charity..]
V. Application Life on Life
1. When we are “injured”, especially by those closest to us, how can our love of God encourage us to 
            have more charitable thoughts, words and actions?
2.         Within the life of CPC, what are ways our members can be intentionally, or unintentionally, “injured”?
3.         When this happens, how can we specifically encourage a charitable reaction?
4.         What are some ways you have become more aware, after this lesson, how you injure others, whether 
             intentionally or unintentionally?
Thanks be to God who shows us long-suffering and forbearance because of His great love for us!

