Sermon XV- Jonathan Edwards

“The Holy Spirit Forever To Be Communicated To The Saints,
In The Grace Of Charity, Or Divine Love “

1 Cor. 13:8

“Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall
cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away..” [KJ]

“Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will
pass away.” [ESV]

How does the fact that charity, or divine love, is an everlasting gift from God, affect
our relationship with Him or others? affect the preservation of the church and His
people?

Edwards has been heading in a general direction in supporting the superiority of
charity or divine love. First, love is essential to all other gifts. Secondly, all other good
dispositions and behaviors arise from love.

And thirdly, love is distinguished from extraordinary gifts that have ceased, or will
cease.

“But Ey the Enow&ed’ge which the a}oostﬁz says shall vanish away, is meant a yam’cu(ar miraculous giﬁ that was
in the church cf goaf in those c[ays. For the ayost[e, as we have seen, is here com}mring cﬁan’ty with the-
miraculous giﬁs cf the Spirit — those extmon{inary giﬁs which were common in the church in those c{ays, one”
of which was the glft of }om}oﬁecy, and another the gift of tongues, or the power of syeaﬁing n fanguages that’
had never been learned. Both these g@cts are mentioned in the text; and the ayost&a says tﬁey shall fai[ and cease.
And another giﬁ was the giﬁ of Enowﬁzd@e, or the word of Enowfedbe, as it is called in the eigﬁtﬁ verse of the-
yrew’ous cﬁa}owr, where it is so spoﬁen of as to show that it was a aﬁ;ﬁ(erent tﬁing, both ﬁom that gpecufatﬁve-’
wafecfge which is obtained ﬁom reason and stua[y, and also from that syirituaf or divine Enowfec{ge that comes
from the saving inﬂuence of the ﬂ-fofy Spirit in the soul. 1t was a Jaam'cu[ar glfr of the Spirit with which some-
“persons were endowed, wﬁereﬁy tﬁey were enabled By immediate inspiration to understand mysteries, or the-
mysterious pr()}aﬁecies and types of the Scriptures, which the a}aostfe S}Jealés (f in the second verse of this cﬁa])wh
Saying, “Tﬁougﬁ 7 have the glft of Joroyﬁecy, and understand all mysm’ies, and all Enow[e«fge,” etc. It is this
miraculous giﬁ which the ayostfe here says shall vanish away, wgetﬁer with the other miraculous giﬁs qf which.
he syeaﬁs, such as yrqpﬁecy, and the gtﬁ cf tongues, etc. Al these were extmorc[inary glﬁs bestowed for a seasor.
for the introduction and establishment of Cﬁm’su'anity in the world, and when this their end was gainecf, tﬁey_

“Were all to fai[ and cease. But cﬁcm’ty was never to cease.” [}7 305]

DOCTRINE: “THAT THAT GREAT FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT, IN WHICH THE HOLY
GHOST SHALL, NOT ONLY FOR A SEASON, BUT EVERLASTINGLY, BE
COMMUNICATED TO THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, IS CHARITY, OR DIVINE LOVE.”



I. Holy Spirit is an everlasting gift to God’s people and church

Acts 2: 32-33 (God’s promise)
John 14:16-17 (Christ’s promise)

“The Spirit qf God is so given to his own peoyfe as to become trufy theirs....the Spirit of Christ is not on[y_
communicated to those that are converted, but he is made over to them Ey a sure covenant, so that he is become-
their own. Christ is become theirs, and tﬁerefore his ﬂﬂness is theirs, and tﬁerefore his S}Oﬁ’if is theirs-their
jaurcﬁasec[, and }Womisecf, and sure }Jossession. 7 &9 308]

II. Other gifts are also given, wherein the Spirit of God is communicated to his
church

a. Extraordinary gifts (prophecy, tongues, word of knowledge); given to OT and
NT saints

b. Common gifts- given to converted /unconverted alike

“...in common convictions @( sin, and common illuminations, and common refigious aﬁecﬂ'ons, which,
frﬁougﬁ tﬁey have norﬁing in them of the nature of divine love, or of true and saving grace, are yet the-
ﬁuits of the Sjoim’t, in the sense that tﬁey are the eﬁzct of his inﬂuences on the hearts of men. And as to
ffaitﬁ and ﬁoye, 1f there be notﬁing of divine love with them, there can be no more of the S}?irit of gocf in
them than is common to natural unregenerate men. This is cﬁzar[y im}o(ied Ey the a}oost&z, when he says

in this cﬁaywr, “‘Tﬁougﬁ 7 have all faitﬁ, so that 1 could remove mountains, and have not cﬁan’ty, 71 am.
fnotﬁing.” Al saw’ng fairﬁ and ﬁcyoe have love in them as ingrec{ients, and as their essence; and 1f this

ingrecfient be taken out, there is notﬁing [efr but the Eocfy without the 5]oim’t Tt s norﬁing savin(g; but at’

best, onfy a common fmit of the S’pirit” &0 309]

III. All these other fruits of the spirit, both extraordinary and common, have
ceased, or will cease

1. Extraordinary- prophecy and tongues ceased
when the saints to whom they were given, died.
They are no longer needed and will not be
needed in heaven

“As to tﬁe mimcufous ggfrs qf}or(yoﬁecy (mcfwngues, etc., tﬁey are Eut ofa t‘emyomry use, andcannot 66—’
continuec{ in ﬁecwen, Tﬁey were given onfy as an extmonfinary means qf gmce tﬁat gOC[ was 01’1C€}9[€(1566[ to
grant to ﬁlS cﬁurcﬁ in tﬁe WOY[C( But wfzen tﬁe saints tﬁat once em’oyecftﬁe use qftﬁese means went to ﬁeaven,
SUCH means ofgmce ceasea(,for tﬁey were no [bnger neecﬁx[ ﬂﬁere is no OCCCLSiOHfOT cmy means qumce in

ﬁeaven, wﬁetﬁer orcﬁ’nary, SMCFL as tﬁe sta‘w(fana[common means Of’(de;S ﬁouse, or extmonfinary, sucﬁ as tﬁe—’



\gtfts of tongues, and qf Enowfecfge, and of }n’cyﬁecy. 1 say, there is no occasion for any of these means @( grace to
be continued in heaven, because there the end of all means of grace is a[reacfy fu[fy obtained in the Jomfecf

sancuﬁcau’on and ﬁa}o]oiness of goc{’s Jaeoy[e.” [}9 309]
Eph. 4:11-13
2. Examples of OT and NT people who had extraordinary gifts and why

“These glfrs are not fruits of the Spirit that were given to be continued to the church tﬁrougﬁout all ages. Tﬁel_
Were continued in the church, or at least were gmntwf ﬁom time to time, tﬁougﬁ not without some considerable
intermissions, from the Eeginning qf the world till the canon of the Scmjotures was comy[euzdf ‘Tﬁey were bestowed.
on the church Before the Beginning qf the sacred canon, that s, Eefore the book qf joﬁ and the ﬁve books qf ‘Moses
Were written. Teqpfe had the Word of God then in another way, viz. By immediate revelation ﬁom time to time~
given to eminent persons, who were, as it were, fatﬁers in the church of (jocf, and this revelation handed down.
from them to others Ey oral tradition. 1t was a very common tﬁing then, for the Spirit of God to communicate
ﬁimseg‘: in dreams and visions, as appears Ey several _passages in the book cf Job. Qﬁey had extmonfinary glfts
@( the Spirit quore the ﬂoocf. God immecﬁaﬁzfy and mimcufous(y revealed ﬁimseff to Adam and Eve, and so to
Abel, and to Enoch, who, we are informecf (‘]ucﬁe 14), had the gtft qf }m)}ﬂﬁecy. And so Noah had immediate
vevelations made to him, and he warned the old world ﬂom godf and Christ, Ey his S})im’t syeaﬁing tﬁrough
him, went and preacﬁe(f to the spim’ts that are now in }orison, which sometime were disobedient, when once the-
(ong-suﬁ(ering qf goaf waited while the ark was preparing (1 Pet. 3:19, 20). And so Abraham and Isaac and.
Jacob were favorea[ with immediate revelations; and joseyﬁ had extmorcfinary glfrs of the Spirit, and so had Job
and his fm’encfs. From this time, there seems to have been an intermission of the extmonfinary gtﬁ's (f the S}ain’f
until the time of Moses; and fmm his time tﬁey were continued in a succession qf yrqoﬁets, that was ﬁe})t up,
frﬁougﬁ not again without some inwwu}o'a’ons, till the time of Malachi. ﬂfrer that, there seems to have been a_
fong intermission of several hundred years, till the dawn of the gospe[ (fa_y, when the Syirit Began again to be-
given in his extmordi’nary (glﬁs, as to Anna, and Simeon, and Zacharias, and ‘Elizabeth, and ‘Mary, and,
joseyﬁ, and John the Baptist.” &9 311]

What do you think Edwards is trying to prove in reviewing biblical examples of those
who possessed ‘extraordinary gifts”?

“These communications qf the S})im’t were given to make way for him who hath the S}Jim’t without measure, the
great proyﬁet of god, Ey whom the Syirit is communicated to all other yrojoﬁets. And in the (fays cy( his fTesﬁ, his
cﬁ'sajoﬁas had a measure of the miraculous gifts cf the S}ain’t, Eeing enabled thus to teach and to work miracles.
But afﬂzr the resurrection and ascension, was the most ﬁlﬂ and remarkable gﬁﬁm’on qf the S}oirit in his
“miraculous glfts that ever took y(ace, ﬁeginning with the cfay cf Pentecost, aﬁw Christ had risen and ascended.
to heaven. And in consequence of this, not on[y here and there an extraorcfinary _person was endowed with these-

extmordi’nary gl:ﬁ'S, ﬁut tﬁey were common in tﬁe cﬁurcﬁ, cmcf SO conu’nuecf cfuring tﬁe ﬁfemne qf tﬁe (1}?051’[235, or



till the death of the last qf them, even the ayostfe John, which took pface about a hundred years from the birth of
Christ; so that the ﬁrst hundred years qf the Christian era, or the ﬁrst century, was the era of miracles. But’
soon aﬁzr that, the canon cy( Scripture Eeing com}o[ewd' when the a}oostfe John had written the book of Revelation,
‘Which he wrote not [ong Eeg[ore his death, these miraculous glfts were no [onger continued in the church. For
there was now comyﬁewaf an established written revelation of the mind and will of God, wherein God had ﬁd@_
Tecorded a stancﬁng and a[f—suﬁ:icient rule for his church in all ages. And the Jewish church and nation Eeing‘
overthrown, and the Christian church and the last c[isyensau'on of the church of gocf Being established, the
miraculous giﬁs of the Spirit were no ﬁmger needed, and rﬁerefore tﬁey ceased; for rﬁougﬁ tﬁey had been
continued in the church for so many ages, yet then tﬁey fai[ea(, and God caused them to faif because there was no
fm’tﬁer occasion for them. And so was ﬁﬁ[ﬁzdf the saying cf the text, “Whether there be Joro})ﬁecies, tﬁey shall
fai[; whether there be tongues, tﬁey shall cease; whether there be Enow&eo[ge, it shall vanish away"’

Why were extraordinary gifts meant to be temporary, or for a limited season?

3. Common gifts of the Spirit, given both to the
converted and unconverted, will also cease

“And as to those fmits of the S}oim’t that are common, such as the conviction, illumination, Ee(ief, etc., which are
common both to the god@ and ungocf[ , these are given in all ages (y( the church in the worf(f; and yet with
Tespect to the persons that have these common gifts, tﬁey will cease when tﬁey come to die; and with respect to

the church of (joa( considered co[(ecﬂ'\/e[y, tﬁey will cease, and there will be no more of them @Cm the cfay of
jucfgment” &9 31 3]

Why will common gifts not last eternally?

IV. Charity, or divine love, is the unfailing and everlasting fruit of the Spirit,
in which his continued and everlasting influence and indwelling in his church
shall appear and be manifest

Divine love (charity) will be the everlasting fruit of the Spirit, both in a- members of
the church and b- the church collectively

a. the “particular members” of the church

“fvery one of the true members of Christ’s invisible church is }oossesseaf qf this fruit of the Spirit in the heart.
Divine or Christian love is im}afant’ed‘, and dwells, and reigns there, as an everfasu'ng fruit cf the Sj)iﬂ't, and.
one that never fai(s. It never fai[s in this world, but remains tﬁrougﬁ all trials and (yo}oosiu'ons, for the a}:ostfy
tells us (Rom. 8:38, 39) that no’rﬁing “shall be able to separate us from the love of gm{ which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” And it ceases not when the saints come to die. When the a}aostfes and others q( their cfay died and.
Went to heaven, tﬁey ﬁaﬁ all their miraculous glfts behind them with their bodies. But tﬁey did not leave the-
love that was in their hearts behind them, but carried that with them to heaven, where it was g(oriousfl_



jaerﬁzcwcf. ‘Tﬁougﬁ when wicked men die, who have had the common inﬂuences cf the S}oin’t, their gtﬁ's shall
etemaﬂy cease, yet death never overthrows Christian love, that great frm’t of the S}oirit, in any that have it Qg
314]

Rom. 8:38-39

b. the “collective” church as a whole

“Of old, when there were intewuytions of the miraculous giﬁs qf the Syirit in the church, and when there were-
seasons in which no }Jrqpﬁet or insyirecf person a}o}aearecf that was yossessetf cf such glfrs, still there never was
any total interruption of this excellent fruit or inﬂuence cf the Spirit. Miraculous giﬁs were intermitted.
frﬁrougﬁ the [ong time exrend'ing ﬁom Malachi to near the birth of Christ; but in all this time, the inﬂuence of
the Spirit, in Eee]aing up divine love in the church, was never susyencﬁecf As God aﬁ/vays had a church (f saints
in the world, from the ﬁrst creation of the church afmf the fa[f, so this inﬂuence and fmit of his Sjoirit never
fai[bcf in it. And when, afﬂzr the compfetion of the canon qf the Scri})tures, the miraculous giﬁs qf the S}oin’ﬁ
seemed ﬁna[fy to have ceased and faifecf in the cﬁurcﬁ, this inﬂuence of the S}oim’t n causing divine love in the

hearts of his saints did not cease, but has been féqpt up tﬁrougﬁ all ages from that time to this, and so will be to
~the end of the world.” [p.315]

Conclusion: Love is the great end of all the other fruits of the Spirit!

“And the great reason wﬁy it is so, that other fmits of the S}oim’t fai[, and the great frm’t of love remains, is,
that love is the great end @C all the other fruits and giﬁs of the Spirit. The Jom’najafe and the exercises of divine
love in the heart, and the ﬁuits of it in the conduct, and the ﬁa}o})iness that consists in and ﬂows from it these-
frﬁings are the great end of all the ﬁuits of the S]aim't that fai[ Cﬁarﬁy or divine love is the end, to which all the
inspiration, and all the miraculous gg(rs that ever were in the world, are but the means. ‘JTiey were on[y means
qf grace, but cﬁarity or divine love is grace itsegc, and not on[y so, but the sum of all grace. Revelation and.
“miracles were never given for any other end but on[y to promote holiness, and build up the Eingcfom cf Christ’
in men’s hearts; but Christian love is the sum of all holiness, and its growrﬁ is but the growtﬁ @C Christ’s
@ngcﬁ)m in the soul. The extmorcfinary ﬁ'm’ts of the Spirit were given for revea[ing and conﬁrming the word_
and will of goc[, that men Ey Ee[ieving migﬁt be conformed’ to that will: and tﬁey were valuable and goocf on[y S0
ffm’ as tﬁey tended to this end. And hence when that end was obtained, and when the canon of the Scriptures,
the great and yowerﬁJ( means of grace, was comylét‘ecf, and the ordinances of the New Testament and qf the last’
cfispensan'on were fuﬁy established, the extmorcfinary glfts ceased, and came to an end, as Eeing no ﬁtrtﬁer

fusqﬁJC » &9 316]

V. Further conclusions and application

1. No scriptural basis for extraordinary gifts to
return



“When the Spirit of God is youre(f out for the _purpose of yro«fucing and _promoting divine love, he is }oourecﬂ
out in a more excellent way than when he is mamfeswcf in miraculous glfts. This the a}aost[e exyressfy teaches
in the latter part of the foregoing cﬁa}ot‘er, where, afwr enumemh’ng many miraculous g@’ﬁ's, he advises
Christians to covet or desire the best of them, but then adds, “And yet show 1 unto you a motre excellent’
M/ay,” [1 Cor. 12:3 1] name[y, to seek the inﬂuence of the S}aim't (f (joc[, worﬁing cﬁam’ty or divine love in_

the heart. Sure[y the Scriptures, when speaﬁing of the ﬁAture g[orious state of the church as Eeing such an_
excellent state, give us no reason to conclude that the Spirit of god will be }aourecf out then in any other way_

~than in the most excellent way.... le you do but read the text in connection with the two fo((owing verses, You,
Wil see that the reason imp[iec[ wﬁy }n’cyﬁecy and tongues faif, and cﬁarﬁy remains, is this, that the-

im}mfect gives way to the }mfect, and the less excellent to the more excellent; and the more excellent, he
declares, is cﬁan’ty or love.”

“When the Christian church ﬁrst Eegan, afrer the ascension of Christ, it was in its infcmcy, and then it
needed miracles, etc., to establish it; but, Eeing once established, and the canon (f the Scm’}atures Eein&
com}aﬁaw(f, tﬁey ceased, which, accor(fing to the apostfe’s arguing, shows their im}oeifecu’on, and how much_
infen’or tﬁey are to that ﬁuit or inﬂuence qf the ?—[o[y S})im’t which is seen in divine love. Wﬁy, then, should
“We expect that tﬁey should be restored again when the church is in its most }aerfect state?” [p 31 7—318]

2. Be cautious when you come upon anything
that may look like a new revelation, or that
may claim to be any extraordinary gift of the
Spirit

“Sometimes a _person may have an im]aression in his mind as to sometﬁing that he thinks immecﬁ’aw(y revealed.
to him that is to come to _pass concerning ﬁimseg[ or some of his relatives or fn’enc[s... _persons imagine that tﬁel_
have an immediate direction ﬁom heaven to go and do tﬁis,....@y imyressions immecﬁaw[}/ made on their minds,
or in some other way than By feaming fmm Scripture or reason that it is their cfuty, And sometimes tﬁey fancy_
that goc{ immedi’are[y reveals to them Ey a dream, what the ﬁmme shall be. But all these rﬂings, 9( tﬁey were”
ﬁom God’s Spirit, would be of the nature of those extraorcfinary gifts cy( the Spirit which the ayost&z says do

cease and are done away, and which, ﬁaving [ong since fai&zdf there is no reason to suppose that (jod’ will restore-
again. And y[ tﬁey are not from goc[’s S}airit, tﬁey are but gross delusions.” &9‘32 0-32 1]

3. Greatly value those influences that are
evidences of true grace in the soul, and which
are all summarily included in charity, or divine
love- a foretaste of heaven!



“This is the end and cfesign of the a}aostfe in the text and context, to teach us to value this cﬁan’ty or love, Ey_
Sﬁowing that it never faifs, tﬁougﬁ all the miraculous giﬁ's of the Syirit do faif and come to an end. This
grace is the most excellent fruit of the S}aim’t, without which the most extmorofinary and miraculous gifts
are norﬁing‘ This is the great end to which tﬁey are but the means; and which is, of course, more excellent”
~than all these means..ﬂ-[aving within us that love which is immortal in its nature, we shall have the surest’

evidence that our immormfity will be blessed, and that our ﬁoye cf eternal ﬁfe is that goorf fwye which shall
Tever aﬁsa}o}aoint us. Love cherished in the soul on earth, will be to us the foretasw @(, and the _preparation,
j(or, that world which is a world of love, and where the S}oim't of love reigns and blesses forever” [}7.322]

What have you learned about God’s gift of charity (divine love) that gives you
comfort, peace or assurance?



