Sermon XVI-Part II- Jonathan Edwards
“Heaven, A World of Charity or Love”

1 Cor. 13:8-10

“Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether
there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is
come, then that which is in part shall be done away.” [KJ]

“Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will
pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away”.
[ESV]

Edwards has spent the first part of this Sermon 16 describing how heaven will be
filled with a perfect holy love, both towards God and one another. He elaborates how
the church, imperfect in its earthly form, will achieve a perfected state of love in
heaven and also mentions things that will be missing- no enmity, coldness of heart,
strife or jealousy. The saints will exhibit perfect mutual love for one another, and
perfect wisdom, unity and decency will exist- and all this will last eternally! Edwards
will now share thoughts on how this knowledge of heaven should affect our thinking,
and how people can be assured of their salvation. He will speak with great directness
and bluntness to those who are not yet saved. And then he will give specific
encouragement on how to dwell on heaven itself.

How often do you think about heaven? What comes to mind when you do think about
it? Why don’t we dwell on it more frequently?

DOCTRINE: “HEAVEN IS A WORLD OF CHARITY OR LOVE'”

VI. Of the blessed effects and fruits of this love, as exercised and enjoyed in these
circumstances-

1. Charity will cause perfect behavior of all inhabitants of heaven toward God
and each other

“.in heaven this love will be yerfecr, to the }oerfect exclusion of all sin consisting in enmity against God and_
ffe[fow creatures, so the frm’t of it will be a most perfect behavior toward all. Hence ﬁfe in heaven will be without
the least sinﬁjf faifure or error... We know not Joam’cufar[_\/ how the saints in heaven shall be emp[oye({; but i
genera( we know that tﬁey are em}afoyeaf in })mising and serving god; and this tﬁey will do yeg(ect(y, Eein&
inﬂuencecf Ey such a love as we have been consi(fem’ng And we have reason to think that tﬁey are so emy[oyecf as
in some way to be subservient, under gocf, to each other’s ﬁa}a}ainess, for tﬁey are re}aresen‘azc( in the Scr{ptures as

united w(getﬁer in one society, wﬁicﬁ, it would seem, can be for no other purpose but mutual suﬁsewiency and.

ﬁa]a}ainess."’ Ba 349]

2. Charity will cause perfect tranquility and joy in heaven
“Cﬁam’ty, or ﬁo(y and humble Christian love... banishes all disturbance, and sweet(y composes and Bm'ngs rest to

the syin't, and makes all cﬁvine(y calm and sweet and ﬁajo}ay, In that soul where divine love reigns and is in_



[ivefy exercise, notﬁing can cause a storm, or even gatﬁer tﬁreauming clouds... where there is yerfect ﬁarmony_
among all the inhabitants, no one em/ying another, but everyone re_joicing in the ﬁay}?iness of every other;
Where all their love is humble and ﬁo(y, and yerfectfy Christian, without the least cama[ﬁy or imyurity; where-
love is aﬁvays mutual and recyorocatch to the ﬁtﬂ, where there is no ﬁy}aocn’sy or (fissemﬁfing, but Joeifect’

Simjoﬁcity and sincen’ty; where there is no treacﬁery, or unfaitﬁﬂ(ness, or inconstancy, or J’eaﬁmsy in any form;

.. Where there is no cfog or hindrance to the exercises or exyressions of love, no imyruc&znce or imfecency i
exyressing it, and no inﬂuence of ﬁ)[fy or indiscretion in any word or deed; where there is no sejoamtion wall,
and no misumferstamfing or strangeness, but ﬁdﬂ acquaintance and Jae1fect intimacy in all; where there is no
division tﬁrougﬁ (ftﬁ%rent opinions or interests, but where all in that gforious and [ow’ng society shall be most’
fnear(y and cﬁvine[y related, and each shall Eefong to every other, and all shall enjoy each other in jaenfect"
fprospen'ty and riches, and honor, without any sickness, or gn’ef, or yersecuﬁon, OF S0YTOW, O any enemy to

’7”0[2351' rﬁem, or any Eusyﬁocfy to crearejeaﬁmsy or misum[ersmmfing, or mar tﬁejoerfect, am[ﬁofy, amfﬁ[essecf,

“peace that reigns in heaven!.. What a haven of rest to enter, aﬁw ﬁaw’ng }Jassec[ tﬁrougﬁ the storms and.
tempests (yf this world, in which }om’c{e, and seﬁ’sﬁness, and envy, and malice, and scorn, and contempt, and,

contention, and vice, are as waves of a restless ocean, a[ways ro[ﬁ’ng, and oﬁzm dashed about in violence and_

blessedness of this yeace!

What a haven of rest to enter, after having passed through the storms and tempests of this worfd: in which.
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joric{e, and seﬁsﬁness, and envy, and malice, and scorn, and contempt, and contention, and vice, are as waves of
a restless ocean, a[ways ro[fing, and (ffen dashed about in violence and ﬁufy! What a Canaan of rest to come to,

afmf going tﬁrougﬁ this waste and ﬁow[ing wilderness, ﬂﬂ of snares, and Joitfalfs, and }aoisonous serpents,
Where no rest could be foum{! ” [}9.350—3 52]

VII. Application

1. If heaven be such a world as has been
described, then we may see a reason why
contention and strife tend to darken our
evidence of fitness for its possession. [and
such strife affects our prayer life]

“When converted persons get into ill fmmes in their famifies, the consequence common[y, 1f not uni\/ersa[@, is,
that tﬁey [tve without much of a comfortaﬁ[e sense of ﬁeaven[y tﬁings, or any (ive[y ﬁqpe qf heaven. ‘Tﬁey do not”
enjoy much cf that syin'tuaf calm and sweetness that those do who [ive in love and peace. ‘Tﬁey have not that’
ﬁega from gocf, and that communion with him, and that near intercourse with heaven in prayer, that others
have. The a}oostfe seems to 5}9@aE qf contention in famifies as ﬁaw’ng this inﬂuence. His [anguage is (1 Pet. 3:7),
“.Liléewise, ye husbands, dwell with them” (your wives) “accon{ing to Enowﬁacfge, gving honour unto the wife, as
unto the weaker vessel; and as Eeing heirs togetﬁer cf the grace cf ﬁfe, that Your prayers be not hindered.” Here

he intimates that discord in famifies tends to hinder Christians in their prayers.... For heaven ﬁeing a world of
2



love, it fo(faws that, when we have the least exercise of love, and the most @( a contrary syim’t, then we have the
least qf heaven, and are fartﬁest from it in the fmme of our mind.” &o 353-3 54]

2. How happy those are who are entitled to
heaven [and what distinguishes them?]

“.ﬂ'ﬁey have a part and interest in this world of love, and have a proper rigﬁt and title to it, for tﬁey are of the-
number of those of whom it is written (‘Rev. 22:14), “Blessed are rﬁey that do his commandments, that tﬁel
may have mgﬁt to the tree of ﬁfe, and may enter in tﬁrougﬁ the gates into the city.” And, doubtless, there are-

such _persons here amongst us... But who are these persons? How shall tﬁey be known, and Ey what marks may_
frﬁey be di’stinguisﬁecf 7. [}7 3 55]

a. They are those that have had the principle or seed of the same love that reigns in
heaven implanted in their hearts, in this world, in the work of regeneration.

“Who have been the suﬁjects @( the new birth, or who have been born of the S}Jirit. A g(on’ous work of the Syim’t’
qf goc{ has been wrougﬁt in their hearts, renewing them Ey Em’nging down from heaven, as it were, some of the-
[igﬁt and some (f the ﬁofy, pure ﬂame that is in that world of love, and gving it yface in them. ."Being borm
again, not of corru]atiﬁﬁz seed, but of incorrujotiﬁﬁe” (1 Pet. 1:2 3); “Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will
qftﬁefﬁzsﬁ, nor oftﬁe wi[fofman, but ofgod” @oﬁn 1:13). [}1.355]

b. They are those who have freely chosen the happiness that flows from the
exercise and enjoyment of such love as is in heaven, above all other conceivable
happiness.

“..Tﬁey see and understand so much cf this as to know that it is the best gooi ’Tﬁey do not mere[y yie(af that it is
Y from rational arguments that may be oﬁﬁzrec{ for it, and Ey which tﬁey are convinced that it is so, but tﬁe%_
know it is so from what [ittle tﬁey have tasted of it... Love to God, and love to Christ, and love to saints for God_
and Christ’s sake, and the enjoyment (y( the ﬁ'm’ts (f God’s love in ﬁofy communion with God, and Christ, and_
With ﬁo(y persons — this is what tﬁey have a relish for; and such is their renewed nature...ifﬁey have chosen this
Eefore all tﬁings else, and chosen it ﬁee[y. Their souls go out qfrer it more than aﬁ?r everytﬁing else, and their
hearts are more eager in pursuit cf it... ‘Tﬁey have chosen it not mere[y because tﬁey have met with sorrow, and_
are in such low and aﬁfictuf circumstances that tﬁey do not expect much from the world, but because their
hearts were so cajotivatec[ Ey this gooc[ that tﬁey chose it for its own sake Eegfore all wor[cffy goocf, even 1f tﬁel
could have ever so much of the latter, and enjoy it ever so [ong.” [:p 3 56]

c. They are those who, from the love that is in them, are in heart and life, in
principle and practice, struggling after holiness.

“Itisa }:Winc[pfe that thirsts aﬁw growtﬁ. Tt is in im}aerfection, and in a state cf infancy, in this world, and it
desires growtﬁ. It has much to strugg(e with... The great stmfe and struggfe of the new man is after holiness. His



heart strugg(es aﬁw it, for he has an interest in heaven, and tﬁerqfore he stmgg[es with that sin that would ﬁeep_
him from it. He is fu[f qf ardent desires, and Erearﬁings, and [ongings, and strivings to be ﬁofy. And his hands
strugg[e as well as his heart. He strives in his practice... he desires to be nearer yerfeca’on, and more [ike those-
Who are in heaven. And this is one reason wﬁy he [ongs to be in heaven, that he may be }ae1fectfy ﬁofy. And the
great princiy[é which leads him thus to struggﬁe, is love. It is not on[y fear; but it is love to gocf, and love to
Cﬁm’st, and love to holiness.” &a 35 7]

How does Edwards summarize then the main marks of a Christian? Is any of this
encouraging or a comfort to you?

3. What has been said on this subject may well awaken and alarm the impenitent

a. By putting them in mind of their misery, in that
they have no portion or right in this world of
love.

“You have heard what has been said of heaven..but consider that none of this Eefongs to you. When you hear of
such tﬁings, you hear of that in which you have no interest....No such person as you, a wicked hater qf god;
and Christ, and one that is under the _power of a syin’t of enmity against all that is good, shall ever enter there.

Such as you are, never Be[ong to the faifﬁﬁﬂf Israel of (jocf, and shall never enter their ﬁeaven(y rest... ‘Jf such a
soul as yours should be admitted into heaven, that world of love, how nauseous would it be to those blest spirits
“Whose souls are as a f[ame of love! and how would it cﬁscomyose that ﬁwing and blessed society, and put’
everytﬁing in conﬁuion! 9t would make heaven no fonger heaven, ff such souls should be admitted there. It
Would cﬁange it from a world @C love to a world cf hatred, and }m'a[e, and envy, and malice, and revenge, as this
World is! But this shall never be; and the on[y alternative is, that such as you shall be shut out with “cfogs, and,
sorcerers, and wﬁoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a [ie,” (Rev.

22:1 5); that is, with all that is vile, and unclean, and unﬁofy"’ [}7 358]

b. By showing them that they are in danger of
hell, which is a world of hatred.

“There are three worlds. One is this, which is an intermediate world — a world in which gooaf and evil are so
mixed wgetﬁer as to be a sure sign that this world is not to continue forever. Another is heaven, a world cf love,
Without any hatred. And the other is hell, a world of hatred, where there is no love, which is the world to which

all qf you who are in a Christless state }oroyerfy Eefong. This last is the world where God mam’fests his

d'ispﬁeasure and wrath, as in heaven he mang(ests his love... It is a world }mgmre(f on purpose for the expression.
of gocf’s wrath. He has made hell for this; and he has no other use for it but there to I'ESUﬁ/ forever his hatred of’
sin and sinners, where there is no token qf love or mercy. There is notﬁing there but what shows fortﬁ the-

Divine indl’gnau’on and wrath...



In hell all those }arinci}a(es will reign and rage that are contrary to love, without any restmining grace to ﬁe@_
them within bounds. Here will be unrestrained }m’cﬁe, and malice, and envy, and revenge, and contention in all

its fm’y and without end, never Enowing peace... And there their hatred and envy, and all evil yassions, will be-
a torment to themselves... Now consider, all ye that are out of Christ, and that were never born agm’n, and that’
never had any blessed renovation of your hearts Ey the ?—[o[y S})im’t imp(anting divine love in them,.. ?—ﬁ;w, then,
can you rest in such a state as you are in, and go about so care(ess[}/ from a[ay to cfay, and so heedless and.
fneg[igent of your Jorecious, immortal souls? Consider sen’ousfy these tﬁings, and be wise for yourseg[, ngore it is

too late;.. Eefore the door of ﬁoye is closed, and the agom’es of the second death shall Eegin their work, and your
eternal doom is sealed!” &9 359-362]

3. Let the consideration of what has been said of

heaven stir up all earnestly to seek after it.

“ilf heaven be such a blessed world, then let it be our chosen country, and the inheritance that we look for and_

seek... Tt rufy this is an evil world, and so it is [ike to be. It is in vain for us to expect that it will be any other
than a world of sin, a world of }m’cfe and enmity and smfe, and so a vestless world. And tﬁougﬁ the times may_
ﬁereaﬁw be mended, yet these rﬁings will a(ways be more or less found’ in the world so [ong as it stands.. ‘Who,
then, would content ﬁimsegc with a yom’on in such a world? What man, acn’ng wise(y and considémw(y, would.
concern ﬁimseg( much about (aying up in store in such a world as this, and would not rather neg[ect the world,

and let it go to them that would take it, and a})})[y all his heart and strengtﬁ to fay up treasure in heaven, and_
to press on to that wor[d’q(fove?” [}J 364-365]

a. Let not your heart go after the things of this

world, as your chief good.

«“ .f]mfu@e not yoursegf in the yossession of eartﬁ[_y tﬁings as tﬁougﬁ tﬁey were to sau'SJ@ your soul. This is the-
Teverse of seeﬁing ﬁeaven; it is to go na way contrary to that which leads to the world cf love. ‘Jf you would seek

ﬁeaven, your oyfecu’ons must be taken ojf ﬁom the Ja(easures of the world...You must momﬂ the desires of vain.-
gfory, and become poor in spirit and ﬁ)wfy in heart.” [}7.366]

You must, in your meditations and holy
exercises, be much engaged in conversing with
heavenly persons, and objects, and
enjoyments.

“You cannot constantfy be seeéing heaven, without ﬁaving your tﬁougﬁts much there. Turn, then, the strean_
of your tﬁougﬁts and qﬁ(ecu’ons towards that world of love, and towards the gocf of love that dwells there, and_
toward the saints and ange[s that are at Christ’s rigﬁt hand...Commune much with God and Christ in prayer,
and think ofwn of all that is in heaven, of the friend’s who are there, and the Jamises and worsﬁtjo there, and of
all that will make up the blessedness qf that world qf love. “Let your conversation be in heaven.” [}J 366]



c. Be content to pass through all difficulties in
the way to heaven.

“That gforious cily of (igﬁt and love is, as it were, on the top qf a ﬁigﬁ hill or mountain, and there is no way to
it but By uywanf and arduous suz}as...iBe wi[ﬁng, then, to uncfergo the labor, and meet the toil, and overcome the-
cﬁﬁ:icuﬁy. What is it all in comparison with the sweet rest that is at your journey’s end? Be wi(fing to cross the
natural inclination qf ffesﬁ and blood, which is downward, and press onward and uyward to the Jm'ize.”

[p. 35--]

d. In all your way let your eye be fixed on Jesus,
who has gone to heaven as your forerunner.

“ Consider how, Ey _patient continuance in welf-cﬁ)ing, and 6y yatient endurance qf great suﬁ[ering, he went”
Eefore you to heaven. Look to him as your mediator, and trust in the atonement which he has made, enmring\
into the holiest of all in the upper ‘wmpfe. Look to him as your intercessor, who forever pﬁaa(fs for you Bq(ore the-
~throne of goi Look to him as your strengtﬁ, that Ey his S}oim’t he may enable you to press on, and overcome-
every cﬁﬁ;'cuﬁy of the way...Be Wi[ﬁ’ng, then, to uncfergo the labor, and meet the toil, and overcome the cﬁﬁcuﬂy.
What is it all in comjoam’son with the sweet rest that is at your joumey’s end?” &o 36 7]

e. If you would be in the way to the world of
love, see that you live a life of love — of love to
God, and love to men.

“Thus, also, you may have a sense of the gﬁnfy of ﬁeavenfy rﬁings, as of gocf, and Christ, and holiness; and.
Your heart be c[isposed and opened Ey ﬁofy love to goaf, and Ey the spirit of peace and love to men, to a sense of
the excellence and sweetness cf all that is to be foumf in heaven. Thus shall the windows cf heaven be as it were-
cyenecf, so that its g[m’ious [igﬁt shall shine in upon your souf..(l-[aja}ay, thrice ﬁa}a})y those, who shall thus be
jfouncf faitﬁfu[ to the end, and then shall be welcomed to the joy of their Lord! There “tﬁey shall ﬁunger no
“more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun [igﬁt on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the
midst of the throne shall feezf them, and lead them to ﬁw’ng fountains cf waters, and god shall wzjoe away all
tears from their eyes"’ [}J 368]

How we can encourage one another better to think heavenly-minded?






