Joseph Shields, guitarist

Award-winning guitarist/composer Joseph Shields performs frequently as recitalist and chamber musician including performances in Los Angeles, New York’s 92nd Street Y, St. Paul’s Chapel, Advent Lutheran and Christ & St. Stephen’s Church, the National Liberty Museum in Philadelphia and has been a featured performer at the Long Island Guitar Festival and the Cherry Blossom Festival in Macon, GA and lecturer at the Stetson International Guitar Workshop. Mr. Shields has given the U.S. and World Premieres of works by such distinguished composers as Lois Vierk and Adam Silverman.  He was awarded the 2000 Eliot Fisk Prize “to an outstanding guitarist” by Yale University where he was heralded for his “exciting and virtuosic playing”. Mr. Shields also won the top prize in the 1998 Belle and Lynum Jackson Competition for excellence in music performance held annually at Marshall University and was one of four guitarists selected nation-wide to perform in a 1999 master-class for Pepe Romero, who praised Shields as “a wonderful guitarist”. Published by Tuscany Publications and distributed by Theodore Presser, Mr. Shields’ compositions for guitar have drawn praise from audiences and artists alike, prompting the celebrated French guitarist and composer Roland Dyens to praise him as “a very refined and sensitive musician.”  In addition, Mr. Shields’ articles have been published in Soundboard, the journal for the Guitar Foundation of America.


Joseph Shields is a graduate of Yale, Marshall and Stetson Universities where he studied primarily with renowned guitarists Benjamin Verdery, Leo Welch, Stephen Robinson and Ricardo Cobo. His master-class performances make up a virtual “Who’s Who” list of elite guitarists including Oscar Ghiglia, David Russell and Eduardo Fernandez among numerous others.  He has served on the faculties of both Shawnee State and Marshall University. In addition to teaching and performing Mr. Shields currently serves as Music and Worship Director at Christ Presbyterian Church, PCA in New Haven, CT.  Joseph Shields resides with his wife Nancy in New Haven where he remains active as a performer, composer and pedagogue. 

